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• Reflect an understanding of the age group you supervise. 
 

• Be aware that you are an example to those with whom you work. 
 

• Demonstrate that you have an appreciation of the philosophy of Little League and cooperate with 
others in making the program of mutual benefit to all. 

 

• Show by example that you respect the judgment and the position of authority of the umpire.  
Instill in your players a respect for the authority of adult leaders. 

 

• Exercise your leadership role, but leave the ball game in the hands of the players. 
 

• Managers and coaches will maintain proper field decorum and display good sportsmanship 
toward the opposing team and the umpires assigned to their games. 

 

• Managers need to provide players the opportunity to play all positions to develop skills at new 
positions. All players should have the opportunity to pitch and catch if they would like to try these 
positions.  The final decision for player position should rest on the side of safety.  

 

• Managers need to provide players the opportunity to bat in the top, middle and bottom of the 
batting order. 

 

• Demonstrate acceptable behavior whether the team wins or loses. 
 

• Know the playing Rules and Regulations of Little League and interpret them correctly.  Play by the 
rules and adhere to their intent, instilling in the players a respect for the rules of the game. 

 

• Managers and coaches, in addition to the responsibilities set forth in the Little League Manual & 
Rule Book, will be available for the following: 

o Mandatory attendance at all coaches’ meetings called by the Board before and during the 
season. 

o Managers are required to provide copies of these rules, responsibilities and guidelines to 
all parents (at their request). 

o Managers and Coaches are responsible for the behavior of their fans.  
 

• Trumbull Little League Softball has a long standing relationship with surrounding town programs. 
Based on your divisions you may  play games at home and away with Monroe, Fairfield, Stratford, 
or Westport. Trumbull Little League Parent Code of Conduct should always be followed. Our 
Division rules do not always align exactly – managers and coaches should agree ahead of time as 
to what makes sense. Parents and players should only adress questions to TLL Managers and 
Coaches. 

 
ALWAYS ENCOURAGE A GREATER EFFORT, INITIATIVE AND HUSTLE.  CONGRATULATE THE WINNER; 
ENCOURAGE THE LOSER.  ENJOY THE GAME FOR WHAT IT IS.  IF IT ISN'T FUN......IT ISN'T LITTLE LEAGUE..... 
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Safety Points 
 
A. General 
 

1. All players should be warmed up and stretched before each practice and game. 
 
2. Pitchers must warm-up away from all spectators.  Catchers must be in full gear while warming up a 

pitcher. Pitchers are allowed to warm up in foul territory of the outfield with a catcher and a spotter. 
 
3. There will be no on-deck batter or batting circle.  The next batter should be at the end of the bench with 

the helmet on. All bats are to be kept in the bat rack or against the dugout fence until the player is ready 
to approach the plate. 

 
4. No one should be standing against the fence or backstop during the game.  
 
5. No managers, coaches, players or spectators are allowed behind the backstop. 
 
6. Coaches need to be aware of the players that do not pay attention during the course of the game.  

 
7. All bats, helmets and catcher’s equipment shall be kept in the dugout when not in use (or behind the 

fence if there is no dugout).  
 

8. Coaches must keep the team under control in the dugout, horseplay will not be tolerated.  
 
9. Players should be on the bench if not in the game. 

 
B. Equipment and Uniforms 

 
1. Players must wear the uniform assigned to their team. 

 
2. Players shall not wear jewelry during any practice or game. 

 
3. It is strongly recommended that all girls wear a mouth guard. 

 
4. Batting helmets must have a face mask. 

 
5. Fielders must wear fielding masks.     

 
6. Equipment shall be inspected routinely.  The manager shall immediately notify a representative of 

Trumbull Little League to request replacement of any faulty equipment. 
 

C. Field Conditions 

 
1. It is the manager’s responsibility to check field status and notify the team of any cancelations or 

postponements. 
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Safety Points 
(continued) 
 

2. Upon arrival at the field, manager shall inspect field condition, especially after inclement weather.  The 
manager shall immediately notify a representative of Trumbull Little League of any concerns about the 
field condition. 

 
3. MANAGERS, COACHES, PLAYERS AND PARENTS ARE PROHIBITED FROM DOING ANY FIELD GROOMING. 

 
D. Game Management 
 

1. All games shall be called before darkness or inclement weather. 
 

2. In the case of a thunder storm:  At the first sign of lighting, the game will be stopped. Everyone is to 
leave the field and proceed to the cars in the parking lot.  No one is to remain in the dugout. 

 
3. All accidents shall be reported a representative of Trumbull Little League, regardless of how minor the 

injury. 
 

4. Weeknight Games:  No new inning will start after 7:30pm. Coaches should confer (before the 
start of a new inning) when approximately 105 minutes have elapsed since the first pitch was 
thrown to jointly decide, "This will be the last inning." 
 

5. Weekend Games :  Games should be limited to 120 minutes. Coaches should confer (before the 
start of a new inning) when approximately 90 minutes have elapsed to jointly decide, "This 
will be the last inning." 

 
 
 
 
The safety points mentioned above should not be taken lightly.  We are all responsible for the safety of each 
other.   Players, managers & coaches, umpires and spectators alike must do their share.  Awareness and 
preparation alone will not prevent injury.  Irresponsibility and the lack of preparation only invite it. 
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General Rules Governing Play – All Divisions 
 

The following rules and notes governing Softball play will be in effect for the 2019 Little League Season. If you 
have any questions or need a rule clarification, please do not hesitate to contact any member of the Trumbull 
Little League Board. The Trumbull Little League Board has chosen to adopt local regulations that will enhance 
play and provide for a safer and more enjoyable experience for our children. Some of what follows are the 
highlights from the 2019 Little League Softball Rule book and local regulation enhancements.  
 
A. Conduct 
 

1. (Rule 4.07)If a manager or coach is ejected from a game he or she is to leave the playing 
field area immediately. The TLL Board of Directors shall review such an incident with a 
potential suspension. 

 
2. (Local) If a batter throws the bat, a "team" warning will be issued. If it happens again, by 

any player on the team, the batter is out. This rule must be enforced for safety! 
 

3. If a player is benched for disciplinary reasons, the player's agent and commissioner must be 
notified and pre-approval must be granted by both parties prior to the disciplinary 
action, WHENEVER POSSIBLE. When dealing with poor sportsmanship (i.e. spitting on hands 
before handshake, fighting, swearing, dangerous play), appropriate action should be taken by the 
manager or coach immediately. The player's agent and softball commissioner must be notified 
within 24 hours of the action taken. 

 
B. Before the game 
 

1. The batting order must be given to the opposing coach before each game. A player arriving 
after the start of the game (the first pitch thrown) must be placed in the last position of the 
batting order. 

 
C. Game Situations 
 

1. (Rule 4.17) If during the game either team is unable to place nine (9) players on the field due to injury or 
ejection, the opposing manager shall select a player to assume a defensive position. A player ejected 
from the game is not eligible for re-entry. (Rule 4.16) No game, however, may start or continue with 
less than nine (9) players. Forfeiture is not automatic. The Board or the Board's Agent will determine if a 
forfeit will be declared. 

 
2. A manager or coach must be granted a time-out from the umpire in order to leave the dugout to speak 

with the umpire.  Only questions pertaining to playing rules, not judgment calls, may be directed to the 
Umpire(s).  

 
3. Adult coaches may not switch coach's boxes (i.e. move from first to third) during an inning. 

 
4. Only two (2) offensive conferences may be called per half inning. An offensive conference 

may be taken "free" if a defensive "trip" is taking place. 
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General Rules Governing Play – All Divisions (continued) 
 

5. MOVABLE BASES: If the impact of a runner breaks a base loose from its position, no play can 
be made on that runner at that base if the runner had reached the base safely. If there is 
continual action involving a subsequent runner, the base plate, the area where the base 
"was," becomes the actual base for rendering of the umpire's decision. 

 
6. SLIDING:  

i)  The runner shall be called out for headfirst sliding unless he/she is going "back" to base.  
ii) Any runner is out if he or she does not slide or attempt to avoid the fielder who "has" 

the ball and waiting to make the tag.  
iii) A fielder "without" the ball blocking the path of the runner is obstruction and the 

runner shall be called safe and/or awarded the next base.  
 

7. Willfully bowling over of a defensive player is an automatic out and a possible ejection. 
 
D. Game Management: 
 

1. Weeknight Games  
i) No new inning will start after 7:30pm. Coaches should confer (before the start of a new 

inning) when approximately 90 minutes have elapsed since the first pitch was thrown 
to jointly decide, "This will be the last inning."  

2. Weekend Games  
i) Games should be limited to 105 minutes. Coaches should confer (before the start of a new 

inning) when approximately 90 minutes have elapsed to jointly decide, "This will be 
the last inning." 
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 Mini (“Farm”) Division Rules  
(5/6 Year Old Girls) 

 
1. To be eligible to play in the Mini Division, players must have been born in 2015 or 2016. 

 
2. An 11” softball will be used for this division. 

 
3. Any bat meeting Little League Softball specifications may be used. (Little League Rule 1.10). 
 
4. There will be no umpires used in this division. 

 
5. There will be ten (10) defensive players on the field. Any extra players must be an 

outfielder. All outfielders must be on the outfield grass. 
 

6. Coaches must rotate players throughout the season, and give them an opportunity to play 
both infield and outfield. Each player must play two full innings at an infield position (i.e. P, C, 1B, 
2B, SS or 3B) in each game. No player "sits" for more than, two consecutive innings - rotate 
players during the game to achieve an even amount of playing time. 

 
7. Offensively, there will be a continuous batting order.  Each player shall be given the 

opportunity to bat in the number 1, 2, 3 or 4 spot (from the start of the game), at least once 
during the regular season. 

 
8. Bases are to be coached by adult coaches at the First and Third Base coaches' boxes; 

however one adult coach should always remain in the dugout. Coaches cannot assist base 
runners by pulling them back to base or pushing them towards the next one. Coaches on 
defense are permitted on the field for positioning and guiding players in the MINI Division. 
However, they cannot directly assist or interfere in any actual defensive play. 

 
9. Coach Pitching:  Coaches should pitch from the rubber, which is located 35 feet from 

home plate. (Note: This rule is an enhancement to the 40' Little League rule). Bases shall 
remain at the 60' standard.  

 
10. Kid Pitching:  Starting the 4th week of play -  The game will be set-up to allow coaches to pitch 

the 1st half of the game and the players to pitch the 2nd half of the game. If adequate 
pitching is not available coach pitch will prevail. All Players in this division should be 
encourage to pitch.  

 
11. The Team at bat can score a maximum of four (4) runs per inning. 

 
12. Hit by Pitch (Coach Pitching) - First base is not awarded when a batter is hit by a coach,  
 
13. Hit by Pitch (Kid Pitching) First base will be awarded when a batter is hit.  The Hit by Pitch 

(HBP) will count towards the pitchers walk total.  After the pitcher hits two (2) consecutive 
batters in an inning or three (3) for the game, the pitcher will need to be replaced. 

 
14. Only one base is allowed on an overthrow that is ruled to be a dead ball.  
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Mini (“Farm”) Division Rules  
(5/6 Year Old Girls) 

(continued) 
 
15. Stoppage in Play:  A play is over when the ball returns to the area of the pitcher who is on 

the rubber. The pitcher does NOT have to have control of the ball. A runner can advance to 
the next base only if she is more than halfway there when the ball reaches the mound 
area.   

 
16. Stealing will be allowed twice an inning for second and third base only (No stealing home).  

i) Stealing can only take place when a player is pitching. 
ii) Base runners must wait for the ball to reach the plate. 
iii) The catcher must have control of the ball.. 
iv) Runners can not advance on a pass ball,  
v) Runners stealing a base cannot go to the next base on an overthrow 

 
17. Doubles - Players can attempt to stretch a single into a double when the ball is hit to the 

outfield grass. Base runners can only advance on base on a hit, so if a runner is at first the 
batter will not be allowed to stretch a single on balls hit to the outfield. 

 
18. Bunting will not be allowed. 

 
19. Base runners can tag up on fly balls. There is NO Infield Fly Rule.  
 
20. Runners may not begin their advance until the batter has made contact with the ball. 

 
21. There are no playoffs for this division. 
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Continental (“A”) Division Rules  
(7/8 Year Old Girls) 

 
1. To be eligible to play in the Continental Division, players must have been born in 2013 or 2014.  

Exceptions require TLL Board approval. 
 
2. A standard 11-inch softball will be used for this division. 

 
3. Any softball bat meeting Little League Softball specifications may be used. (Little League Rule 

1.10). 
 
4. Non- Patch Umpires will be used. 
 
5. There will be nine (9) defensive players on the field. All outfielders must be on the outfield 

grass. 
 

6. Coaches must rotate players throughout the season, and give them an opportunity to play 
both infield and outfield. Each player must play two full innings at an infield position (i.e. P, C, 
1B, 2B, SS or 3B) in each game. Each and every player  MUST PLAY A MINIMUM OF THREE (3) 
INNINGS PER GAME unless the full six (6) innings are not played.  
 

7. Offensively, there will be a continuous batting order.   Each player shall be given the opportunity 
to bat in the number 1, 2, 3 or 4 spot (from the start of the game), at least once during the regular 
season. 

 
8. Bases can be coached by adult coaches at the First and Third Base coaches' boxes;  however 

one adult coach should always remain in the dugout. Coaches cannot assist base runners by 
pulling them back to base or pushing them towards the next one. Coaches on defense must 
be in the dugout.  

 
9. PITCHING: Pitchers must pitch from the rubber, which is located 35 feet  from the back 

point of home plate to the front of the rubber. (Note: This rule is an enhancement to the 40' 
Little League rule.). 

 
10. PITCHING: If a player pitches in more than one (1) inning, one calendar day of rest is mandatory.  A 

player may pitch in a maximum of three (3) innings in a game.  A player may pitch in a maximum of 
six (6) innings in a calendar week, Sunday through Saturday.  Delivery of a single pitch constitutes 
having pitched in an inning. 

 
In the event a team is scheduled for three or more games in a week, the maximum number of 
innings per pitcher is nine (9) innings per week. 

 
11. PITCHING: Section VI (c) A pitcher remaining in the game, but moving to a different position, can 

return as a pitcher anytime in the remainder of the game but only once in the same inning as she 
was removed. 
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Continental (“A”) Division Rules  
(7/8 Year Old Girls) 

(continued) 
 
12. The Team at bat can score a maximum of four (4) runs per inning except in the last inning 

during which there is no limit for either team. Managers must confirm as to what is to be the 
top of the final inning.  At the completion of the fifth inning, if one team is ahead by fifteen (15) or 
more runs, the game is over! 

 
13. “Coach Relief”:  Two consecutive walks will be allowed per inning, the third (& 

thereafter) batter that reaches three (3) balls, the batter will not walk. Their 
manager/coach will continue to pitch to the batter following ball 3. The batter maintains 
the number of strikes, and cannot walk but can strike out whether swinging or based on the 
umpire calling a strike.  For example, once two consecutive batters are walked in an inning, 
any time a batter in that inning reaches 3 balls, the coach will pitch to that batter.  This does 
not reset in an inning for any reason even if a pitcher is replaced in the inning, this does not 
reset.  The player cannot advance to first base if the /manager’s/coach's pitch hits the player.  There is 
no advancing on a dropped  third strike.   
 

14. Hit by Pitch (Coach) - First base is not awarded when a batter is hit by a coach 
 
15. Any batter hit by an opposing pitcher shall be awarded first base.  Batters must make a 

reasonable attempt to avoid the pitch. (Umpire discretion). A hit batter does count as a walk 
and applicable to section 10. above. After the pitcher hits two (2) consecutive batters in an 
inning or three (3) for the game, the pitcher will need to be replaced.  

 
16. A play is over when the ball returns to the area of the pitcher's circle (8 foot radius circle 

around the rubber). The pitcher does NOT have to have control of the ball. A runner can 
advance to the next base only if he or she is more than halfway there when the ball reaches the 
mound area. (Note: No player can advance more than three (3) bases -refer to Rule #13). 
Play is over when the umpire grants time-out.  

 
17. Only one base is allowed on an overthrow that is ruled to be a dead ball. A ball is ruled to 

be dead when it is past the imaginary line designated by the umpire prior to the beginning of 
play. If a ball is lodged (stuck) underneath the backstop, it is  considered to be a dead 
ball. (No runner can advance more than three bases during one at bat, unless a 
home run is hit over the fence.)  

 
18. Stealing will be allowed twice an inning for second and third base only (No stealing home).  

Base runners can steal when the ball crosses home plate.  A steal can only take place when a 
player is pitching. (If coach is pitching, a steal cannot occur.)  If two runners steal a base on 
the same pitch, this counts as the two steals maximum for the inning.  Runners stealing 
cannot advance on an overthrow to that base and it is encouraged that catchers throw the 
ball to the base.  A caught stealing during an inning counts as a steal.  
 

19. Base runners can tag up on fly balls. There is NO Infield Fly Rule. 
 
20. Bunting is allowed (Except when a coach pitches). 
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Continental (“A”) Division Rules  
(7/8 Year Old Girls) 

(continued) 
 

21. Notification of Scores:  Winning team will notify by email the score of the game to the softball 
commissioner. 
 

22. Continental Division Playoffs  
 

a. Every team plays in a single elimination format playoff. Regular season records will 
determine the seeding. The team with the best record will be the # 1 seed and will 
have home field advantage throughout the playoffs.  

 
b. In the event that there is a tie in the standings, the following tie-breaking formula will be used: 

i. Best record against each other. 
ii. Best record against the first place team. 

iii. Best record against the second place team. 
iv. Coin Toss. 

 
c. Playoff games will be 6 innings in duration. 
 
d. No game can end in a tie, extra innings will be played. 
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New England (“AAA”) Division Rules  
(9/10 Year Old Girls) 

 
1. To be eligible to play in the New England Division, players must have been born in 2011 or 

2012.  Exceptions require TLL Board approval. 
 
2. A standard 11-inch softball will be used for this division. 

 
3. Any softball bat meeting Little League Softball specifications may be used. (Little League Rule 

1.10). 
 
4. Patch Umpires will be used.  
 
5. There will be nine (9) defensive players on the field. All outfielders must be on the outfield 

grass. 
 

6. Coaches must rotate players throughout the season, and give them an opportunity to play 
both infield and outfield. Each player must play two full innings at an infield position (i.e. P, C, 
1B, 2B, SS or 3B) in each game. Each and every player  MUST PLAY A MINIMUM OF THREE (3) 
INNINGS PER GAME unless the full six (6) innings are not played.  
 

7. Offensively, there will be a continuous batting order.   Each player shall be given the opportunity 
to bat in the number 1, 2, 3 or 4 spot (from the start of the game), at least once during the regular 
season. 

 
8. Bases can be coached by adult coaches at the First and Third Base coaches' boxes;  however 

one adult coach should always remain in the dugout. Coaches cannot assist base runners by 
pulling them back to base or pushing them towards the next one. Coaches on defense must 
be in the dugout.  

 
9. PITCHING: Pitchers must pitch from the rubber, which is located 35 feet  from the back 

point of home plate to the front of the rubber. (Note: This rule is an enhancement to the 40' 
Little League rule.). 

 
10. PITCHING: If a player pitches in more than one (1) inning, one calendar day of rest is mandatory.  A 

player may pitch in a maximum of three (3) innings in a game.  A player may pitch in a maximum of 
six (6) innings in a calendar week, Sunday through Saturday.  Delivery of a single pitch constitutes 
having pitched in an inning. 

 
In the event a team is scheduled for three or more games in a week, the maximum number of 
innings per pitcher is nine (9) innings per week. 

 
11. PITCHING: Section VI (c) A pitcher remaining in the game, but moving to a different position, can 

return as a pitcher anytime in the remainder of the game but only once in the same inning as she 
was removed. 
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New England (“AAA”) Division Rules 
(9/10 Year Old Girls) 

(continued) 
 
12. The Team at bat can score a maximum of four (4) runs per inning except in the last inning 

during which there is no limit for either team. Managers must confirm as to what is to be the 
top of the final inning.  At the completion of the fifth inning, if one team is ahead by fifteen (15) or 
more runs, the game is over! 

 
13. Any batter hit by an opposing pitcher shall be awarded first base.  Batters must make a 

reasonable attempt to avoid the pitch. (Umpire discretion). A hit batter does count as a walk 
and applicable to section 10. Above.  

 
14. A play is over when the ball returns to the area of the pitcher's circle (8 foot radius circle 

around the rubber). The pitcher does NOT have to have control of the ball. A runner can 
advance to the next base only if he or she is more than halfway there when the ball reaches the 
mound area. (Note: No player can advance more than three (3) bases -refer to Rule #15). 
Play is over when the umpire grants time-out.  

 
15. Only one base is allowed on an overthrow that is ruled to be a dead ball. A ball is ruled to 

be dead when it is past the imaginary line designated by the umpire prior to the beginning of 
play. If a ball is lodged (stuck) underneath the backstop, it is  considered to be a dead 
ball. (No runner can advance more than three bases during one at bat  due to over 
throws or errors)  
 

16. Stealing is permitted as follows: 
 

a) Runner(s) shall not leave their base(s) until the pitched ball has crossed home plate. 
After an initial "team" warning for leaving early, the runner will be called out, the ball 
is dead, and "no pitch" is declared. 

b) Delayed steal is allowed. 
c) Continuous steal (taking second base on a walk) is allowed. 
d) Stealing home is allowed. 
e) Play is dead on any stealing overthrow.  For example: 

a. There is an attempted steal of second base and catcher throws ball into 
center field. Base stealer may not advance to third base. 

b. There is an attempted steal of third base and catcher throws ball into left 
field. Base stealer may not advance to home. 

 
17. Base runners can tag up on fly balls. There is NO Infield Fly Rule. 
 
18. Bunting is permitted. 

 
19. There is no advancing on a dropped  third strike.   
 
20. Notification of Scores:  Winning team will notify by email the score of the game to the softball 

commissioner. 
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New England (“AAA”) Division Rules 
(9/10 Year Old Girls) 

(continued) 
 

21. New England Division Playoffs  
 

a. Every team plays in a single elimination format playoff. Regular season records will 
determine the seeding. The team with the best record will be the # 1 seed and will 
have home field advantage throughout the playoffs.  

 
b. In the event that there is a tie in the standings, the following tie-breaking formula will be used: 

i. Best record against each other. 
ii. Best record against the first place team. 

iii. Best record against the second place team. 
iv. Coin Toss. 

 
c. Playoff games will be 6 innings in duration. 
 
d. No game can end in a tie, extra innings will be played. 
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Majors Division Rules  
(11/12 Year Old Girls) 

 
1. To be eligible to play in the Majors Division, players must have been born in 2009 or 2010.  

Exceptions require TLL Board approval. 
 
2. A standard 12”softball will be used. 

 
3. Any softball bat meeting Little League specifications may be used. See Little League Rule 

1.10. 
 
4. Patch Umpires will be used. Umpires will follow LL Softball Rules of play.  
 
5. There will be nine (9) defensive players on the field.. All outfielders must be on the outfield 

grass. There are 60 feet between the bases and 6 innings in a game. 
 

6. Coaches must rotate players throughout the season, and give them an opportunity to play 
both infield and outfield. Each player must play two full innings at an infield position (i.e. P, C, 
1B, 2B, SS or 3B) in each game. Each and every player  MUST PLAY A MINIMUM OF THREE (3) 
INNINGS PER GAME unless the full six (6) innings are not played.  

 
7. Offensively, there will be a continuous batting order. 
 
8. PITCHING: Pitchers must pitch from the rubber, which is located 40 feet from the back 

point of home plate to the front of the rubber. 
 

9. PITCHING: If a player pitches in more than one (1) inning, one calendar day of rest is mandatory.  A 
player may pitch in a maximum of four (4) innings in a game.  A player may pitch in a maximum of 
six (8) innings in a calendar week, Sunday through Saturday.  Delivery of a single pitch constitutes 
having pitched in an inning. 

 
In the event a team is scheduled for three or more games in a week, the maximum number of 
innings per pitcher is twelve (12) innings per week. 

 
10. PITCHING: Section VI (c) A pitcher remaining in the game, but moving to a different position, can 

return as a pitcher anytime in the remainder of the game but only once in the same inning as she 
was removed. 

 
11. After four (4) balls, the batter will walk and the ball is "LIVE."  

 
12. The Team at bat can score a maximum of five (5) runs per inning except in the sixth inning 

(or what is agreed to be the top the of the last inning) , during which there is no limit for 
either team. At the completion of the fifth inning, if one team is ahead by fifteen (15) or 
more runs, the game is over! 

 
13. Adult coaches at the First and Third Base coach's boxes can coach bases; however one 

adult coach should always remain in the dugout.  Coaches cannot assist base runners by 
pulling them back to base or pushing them towards the next one. Coaches on defense must be 
in the dugout. There is a maximum of three coaches per team. 
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Majors Division Rules  
(11/12 Year Old Girls) 

(continued) 
 
14. When the pitcher is in possession and control of the ball inside the eight (8) foot radius 

circle around the pitching rubber, the runner must immediately attempt to advance or 
return with the liability to be put out. If the runner fails to do so, dances, attempting to draw a 
throw, the runner shall be called out and the ball declared dead. 

 
15. Only one base is allowed on an overthrow that is ruled to be a dead ball. A ball is ruled to 

be dead when it is past the imaginary line designated by the umpire prior to the beginning of 
play. If a ball is lodged (stuck) underneath the backstop, it is considered to be a dead ball. 

 
16. Stealing is permitted as follows: 

 
a. Runner(s) shall not leave their base(s) until the pitched ball has been released by the 

pitcher. After an initial "team" warning for leaving early, the runner will be called out, 
the ball is dead, and "no pitch" is declared. 

b. Delayed steal is allowed. 
c. Continuous steal (taking second base on a walk) is allowed. 
d. Stealing home is allowed. 

 
17. Base runners can tag up on fly balls. The Infield Fly Rule is in effect with less than two (2) outs 

and runners on first and second or runners on first, second and third. 
 
18. Bunting is permitted. 

 
19. Dropped third strike:  If the catcher does not catch the 3rd strike in the air, and first base is unoccupied, 

then the batter shall attempt to advance to first base.  If the batter is tagged out en route or thrown out 
at first, then the out is recorded.  If the batter makes it safely to first no out is recorded.  
 

20. Notification of Scores:  Winning team will notify by email the score of the game to the softball 
commissioner. 
 

21. Majors Division Playoffs  
 

a. Every team plays in a single elimination format. Regular season records will determine the 
seating. The team with the best record will be the # 1 seed. The higher seed will have home 
field advantage throughout the playoffs. A coin toss will determine the home team for the 
Championship game. 

 
b. In the event that there is a tie in the standings, the following tie-breaking formula will be used: 

i. Best record against each other. 
ii. Best record against the first place team. 

iii. Best record against the second place team. 
iv. Coin Toss 

b. Playoff games will be 6 innings in duration. 
 
c. No game can end in a tie, extra innings will be played. 


